
 

Hosoya Schaefer Architects is a Zürich-based office for architecture, urban design and research, and was founded 
by Markus Schaefer and Hiromi Hosoya in 2003. The office has won numerous international awards and is working 
on three new urban quarters in Hamburg, Germany, on studies on urban mobility for Volkswagen or stations for the 
UPExpress in Toronto. In Switzerland, the office won first prizes for the Engadin Airport near St. Moritz, the Tech 
Cluster Zug, the railroad station area and station square project of Herisau, the conversion of the MEWA-Areal in 
Wädenswil, or the Christoph-Merian primary school in Basel.
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Markus Schaefer is a founding partner of Hosoya Schaefer Architects. He has a Master 
in Architecture from the Harvard University Graduate School of Design and a Master 
in Neurobiology from the University of Zurich. He worked for OMA / Rem Koolhaas in 
Rotterdam for five years and was a director and co-founder of AMO (1999-2003). He was 
a studio critic at the Berlage Institute (2005-2007), a professor at the Academy of Fine 
Arts in Vienna (2007-2012) and a main tutor at the Moscow Graduate School of Urbanism 
at the National Research University Higher School of Economics in collaboration with the 
Strelka Institute, teaching Advanced Urban Design (2017-2018). In addition, he taught an 
advanced urban design studio at Harvard GSD in 2018. He is a co-founder of the start-up 
cividi – civic data intelligence.

Professional
2003 – present Founding partner // Hosoya Schaefer Architects AG // Zurich, CH
2019 – present Cofounder, managing director // Cividi GmbH // Zurich, CH
2013 – 2017 Cofounder, partner and head of research // CityTrackerX AG // Zurich, CH
2001 – 2003 Director of AMO // OMA-AMO // Rotterdam, NL
2001 – 2003 AMO Ltd cofounder and shareholder// OMA-AMO // New York, US
1999 – 2001 Architect // OMA, Office for Metropolitan Architecture // Rotterdam, NL

Academic
2018 Visiting Critic in Urban Design // Harvard University, GSD // Cambridge, US
2016 – 2017 Visiting Professor / Tutor in Advanced Urban Design // National Research University,
 Higher School of Economics & Strelka Institute for Media, Architecture and Design // Moscow, RU
2010 – 2014 Member // SNF funded NRP 65 project “Sustainable Urban Patterns – SUPat” // Zurich, CH
2007 – 2009 University Professor // Academy of Fine Arts Vienna // Vienna, AT
2005 – 2006 Visiting Professor // “Light Capital: Urban Scripts for Ljubljana” // Berlage Institute // Rotterdam, NL 
2005 Visiting Professor // “The Architecture of Hospitals” // Berlage Institute  // Rotterdam, NL
2003 Masterclass // Berlage Institute, Postgraduate Laboratory for Architecture // Rotterdam, NL

Education
1998 Masters in Architecture // Harvard University, Graduate School of Design // Cambridge, US
1993 Masters in Science (dipl. zool., specialization in neurobiology / summa cum laude) // 
 University of Zurich // Zurich, CH


